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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
NEW Saint James is looking to revive the Hospitality Team. We need members who are 
willing to help plan and execute simple Wednesday night meals, special picnics, and other 
food-involved events. Having an active team would help the staff out tremendously. Please 
contact Rebecca (education@stjamesjohnston.org) to learn more. 
 

NEW Wednesday, July 15 @ 7:30 p.m.: Middle School and High School students are 
invited to join us for "Messy Wars". Wear things you don't mind getting dirty, bring a towel 
and change of clothes. Smores at the Fire Pit!  
 

July 18/19 is Food Pantry Weekend. Please bring a food item or consider a financial 
donation which allows the pantry to purchase items in bulk at a lower price.  Thank you! 
 

Backpack Buddies is Back! As the need for assistance in our community grows, we have 
committed to helping Johnston Partnership fill 50 backpacks for Summit Middle School this 
year. We invite you to either buy some of the supplies listed or fill a backpack and bring it 
back to church in the designated bins. Thank you for your continued support of this important 
ministry. Each backpack contains: 
 

• 5 Blue or Black Pens  
• 12 #2 Pencils  
• 1 Package of Wide Ruled Loose-Leaf Paper  
• 2 Wide Ruled Spiral Notebooks  
• 4 Folders  
• 1 Pair of Earbuds  
• 1 Highlighter  
• 1 Dry Erase Marker  
• 1 Pencil Pouch  
• 12-pack of Colored Pencils  

 

Confirmation for the Rest of Us in July: Jesus speaks about The World, Heaven, The 
Church & The End! Pizza at 6pm. 
 

Save the Date for Upcoming Youth Fundraiser! On Friday (8/14) and Saturday (8/15) we 
will be having a Rummage Sale at Saint James to benefit our students attending the National 
Youth Gathering in June 2027. Donations are welcome and collection dates are as follows: 

• Monday 7/6 from 6-8pm 

• Thursday 7/16 from 3-5pm 

• Thursday 8/6 from 4-6pm 

• Sunday 8/9 from 11am-1pm 

• Thursday 8/13 from 9am-12pm and 3pm-5pm 
 

All items not sold at the end of the event will be donated to Hope Ministries Thrift Store on 
Merle Hay Road.  If you are interested in volunteering your time to run the event OR have 
questions, please contact Kristin Rodenberg at youth@stjamesjohnston.org. 
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Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit 
help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13 
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their 
return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees 
that clap their hands. The lesson begins: 
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there until they 
have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and 
bread to the eater, 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return 
to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose and succeed in the thing for 
which I sent it. 12 For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace; the mountains and 
the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands. 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come 
up the myrtle, and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall 
not be cut off.  The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish 
what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The 
Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of 
resurrected life. The lesson begins: 
1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law 
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For 
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that 
the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on 
the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the 
things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit 
is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 
does not submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. 
  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in 
you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you. The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord. 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on 
the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out 



to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them 
up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched, and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among 
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!” 
  18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown 
in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, 
this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet such a 
person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises 
on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown 
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of 
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, 
this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields 
in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You O Christ. 
 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all of creation… God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the 
world. Continue to cultivate the garden of your church with your abundant Spirit.  
God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life despite our 
actions disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s vision, when all creation 
rejoices, and the trees will clap for joy at your salvation. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from the dead. 
Set our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation overwhelm throughout the 
world. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on school meals, 
for all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for the chronically ill who have 
exhausted their resources, and for local concerns. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this summer 
season. May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, and may visitors find 
refreshment among us. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout history. 
We remember those saints who have gone before us in faith.  
God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 
cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen. 
 



What’s Happening 
 

July 8-10 

• Wednesday 10:30am Chair Yoga 

 6:00pm Community meal; Pizza (freewill donations) 
 6:30pm Confirmation for the Rest of Us 

• Friday  Church Offices Closed 

    
July 11-17 

• Saturday  5:00pm Worship In-Person 

• Sunday 9:30am  Worship In-Person & Facebook Live 
 10:30am Fellowship 

• Monday  9:00am Bible Study 
 10:30am Chair Yoga 

• Tuesday  7:00am Men’s Breakfast Group at HyVee 
 9:00am  Online Bible Study (Connect Here) 
 7:00pm Council Meeting 
 8:00pm AA meeting, all are welcome     

• Wednesday 10:30am Chair Yoga 

 6:00pm Community meal; Pizza (freewill donations) 
 6:30pm Confirmation for the Rest of Us  

 
Celebrations July 11–17: 
Birthdays: Danielle Anderson, Jacqueline Burlingame, Caleb Helgeson, Amy DoBraska, 
Penny Schempp, Linda Queck, Brad Schultz, Tonya Warden 
Anniversaries: Jim & Erin Novak, Joe & Andee Vocelka, Brant & Alison Mutch 
 
 
 

Connect with Us!  
5665 Merle Hay Road, PO Box 62, Johnston, IA 50131  
(515) 276-0134 – Steward@StJamesJohnston.org  
  
www.StJamesJohnston.org Here you can connect to:   
• Our online service and our online giving portal 
• Our calendar  
• Our Online Bible Study  
• Our staff and much more! 

Text Pastor Bill at 515.669.7631 or Email Pastor Bill at Pastor@StJamesJohnston.org  
First time visitor? Email Pastor for a Welcome gift. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89445303409?pwd=ckdCM0NYUFVHeFczT2t0VFlJcnpwQT09
http://www.stjamesjohnston.org/
http://www.stjamesjohnston.org/

