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April 1/2, 2023 
Saint James Lutheran Church – Johnston, Iowa 

 

We’re glad you’re here and hope you will come again! 

 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

The assembly gathers in the gathering space so that all may enter in procession. 

Palm branches are distributed before the service begins. 

 

The Children’s Sermon 

 

ACCLAMATION 

The presiding minister begins (repeated three times): 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: MATTHEW 21:1-11 

The holy gospel according to Saint Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of 

you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them 

and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 'The Lord 

needs them.' And he will send them immediately." 4This took place to fulfill what 

had been spoken through the prophet, saying,  5"Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, 

your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the 

foal of a donkey." 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they 

brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on 

them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut  
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branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead 

of him and that followed were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is 

the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is 

this?" 11The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in 

Galilee." The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

BLESSING OF PALMS 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 

Let us pray. 

We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king 

by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches 

and those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the 

cross, so that, joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; 

through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

PROCESSION 

Let us go forth in peace, in the name of Christ. Amen 
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Prayer of the Day 

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus 

Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable 

us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his 

resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 

sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear 

to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not 

rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and 

my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult 

and spitting. 7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up 

together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord God who 

helps me; who will declare me guilty?  

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 31:9-16 
(Saturday, spoken responsively; Sunday, chanted responsively. All sing the Antiphon as 

marked by the R) 

 
 

9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble; 

 my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly. 
10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 

 my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed. 
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11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my   

    acquaintances; 

 when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 
12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 

 I am as useless as a | broken pot. R 
13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 

 they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 
14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD. 

 I have said, “You | are my God. 
15My times are | in your hand; 

    rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

 save me in your | steadfast love.” R 

 

Second Reading: Philippians 2:5-11 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but 

emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 

being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to the 

point of death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted him and 

gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue 

should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Gospel Acclamation:   

 
 

Gospel: Matthew: 25:31-46 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew. Glory to You, O Lord. 
31When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 

will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, 

and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 

from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the 

left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 'Come, you that are blessed 

by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you 

gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 

visited me.' 37Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when was it that we saw 

you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And 

when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 

clothing? 39And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 

you?' 40And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 

the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.' 41Then he will 

say to those at his left hand, 'You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal 

fire prepared for the devil and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you 

did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison  

and you did not visit me.'  
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44Then they also will answer, 'Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty 

or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?' 45Then he 

will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of 

these, you did not do it to me.' 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, 

but the righteous into eternal life." 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.    

 

Please be seated. 

 

Sermon 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

Hymn of the Day: #780, Shepherd Me, O God 

 

Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 

of creation. 

 

Save your church, O God. Enable us to boldly confess in every time and place that 

Jesus Christ is Lord. With the humility of a servant, equip congregations, synods, 

and other ministry settings to proclaim your extravagant love for all.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Save your creation, O God. Every living being you have made has purpose. Give 

us renewed appreciation of farm animals who labor in the fields, service animals 

who accompany their human companions, and beloved pets who live alongside us. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Save the peoples of the earth, O God. Restore dignity to those who are scorned 

and persecuted for their religious beliefs or political activism, and deliver them 

from the hand of their enemies. Bring peace to places where conflict runs deep. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Save those who cry to you in any need, O God. Watch over all who are incarcerated 

or awaiting trial, and stand with those who are unjustly accused. Be present with 

those feeling isolated, lonely, or fearful. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Save us in your love, O God. Guide the work of church musicians, pastors, choirs, 

readers, deacons, technicians, acolytes, and all who assist in worship. Sustain them 

in their leadership as they accompany congregations through this Holy Week. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Save us at the last, O God. We give you thanks for your saints of old who embodied 

your servant love. As you came to their aid, so deliver us in times of trial, that every 

knee would bend in praise to you. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise 

to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.  

The assembly may share a sign of God’s peace and then is seated. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offering Music: Choir 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for 

the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness 

of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, 

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in 

my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,  

       your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those  

        who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 

Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all. 
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Please be seated. 

 

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. We receive communion by intinction (i.e. 

dipping the wafer into the cup). Please use a little Purell on your hands before 

coming forward. For those who would prefer not to dip their wafer, you may be 

assured that the crucified and risen Christ is fully present for you in, with and 

under one element. 

 

Communion Hymns:   

#616, Jesus, Remember Me (repeatedly) 

#484, You Satisfy the Hungry Heart 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the 

bread of life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for 

the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day 

and always. Amen. 

 

Sending Song: #890, Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 


