
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Easter – April 5, 2026 
Saint James Lutheran Church in Johnston, Iowa 

Pastor Bill Bernau 
 

We’re glad you’re here and hope you will come again! 
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THE GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross as the minister begins. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 
and to the Lamb! Amen. 
 
Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the minister continues. 
Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 
You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of 
creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. We thank you for 
the waters that nourish us. 
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our 
journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving death and 
resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 
Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. 
Blessed are you. You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for 
making us a new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you 
honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
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Greeting The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
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Glory to God 
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Prayer of the Day 
God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is 
alive and has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and 
hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to grow as your 
people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

THE WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 
First Reading: Acts 10:34-43 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and 
does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he 
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 
Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that 
he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”   
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm: 118:1-2, 14-24 read responsively 

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
    his steadfast love endures forever! 
2 Let Israel say, 
    “His steadfast love endures forever.” 

14 The Lord is my strength and my might; 
    he has become my salvation. 
15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: 
    “The right hand of the Lord does valiantly; 
16  the right hand of the Lord is exalted; 
    the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.” 
17 I shall not die, but I shall live 
    and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
18 The Lord has punished me severely, 
    but he did not give me over to death. 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
    that I may enter through them 
    and give thanks to the Lord. 
20 This is the gate of the Lord; 
    the righteous shall enter through it. 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 
    and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the chief cornerstone. 
23 This is the Lord’s doing; 
    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on 
the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you 
have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ 
who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in 
glory.The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
The Gospel Acclamation 

 
The Gospel Reading: John 20:1-18 
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
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where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out 
and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down 
to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go 
in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. 
He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been 
on Jesus’s head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a 
place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed, 9 for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the 
disciples returned to their homes. 
  11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she 
bent over to look into the tomb, 12 and she saw two angels in white 
sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and 
the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I 
do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, 
she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to 
her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 
(which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not touch me, 
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers 
and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.’ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to 
the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and she told them that he had 
said these things to her. 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
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Creed 
Let us confess our shared faith in the words of the Nicene Creed. 
 
Do you believe in God the Father? 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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The Prayers of Intercession 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation… Risen Savior, you 
have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. Dispel our 
doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. 
May all the earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may 
we be faithful stewards of all you have made.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. 
Where violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy 
and life-giving Spirit to transform and redeem.  
Merciful God,receive our prayer. 
 
Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel 
lost and afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain. Reveal yourself to 
them as the Risen One. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s 
resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s 
victory over death in word and deed. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy 
of your resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your 
victory. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 
news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 
Amen. 
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The Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
The Offering:  
Choir Anthem How Can I Keep from Singing, by R. Lowry, arr. by L. Christensen.  
 

THE MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
The Dialogue 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our 
sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought 
us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
creatures, and with angels and arch-angels, cherubim and 
seraphim,we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and 
eternal your reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. We praise you for the grace 
shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the rescue 
from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; 
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed 
the good news in word and deed and was obedient to your will, even 
to giving his life. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 
of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  
 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.   
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our 
Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we 
await his coming in power to share with us the great and promised 
feast.  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s 
body and blood may live to the praise of your glory and receive our 
inheritance with all your saints in light. Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every 
place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high 
priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. Through him, with him, 
in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, 
almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 
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Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 
Please be seated. All are welcome at the Lord’s table. We receive 
communion by intinction (i.e. dipping the wafer into the cup). Please 
use a little Purell on your hands before coming forward. For those 
who would prefer not to dip their wafer, you may be assured that the 
crucified and risen Christ is fully present for you in, with and under 
one element. 
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Communion Hymns: ELW 366, 391 

 
THE SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 
and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to 
anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the 
nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 
Blessing 
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, 

☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.  
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Dismissal 
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Easter Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God… 
 

 

• Rebecca Allison family in memory of brother, Mark Schanze 

• Allan Fuller in memory of wife, Janet Dutcher 

• Carol Gannon in memory of brother, Bruce Lamprecht 

• Jim & Deb Howard in memory & honor of our loved ones 

• Brad & Susan Henry in honor of our family 

• Brad & Susan Henry in memory of our parents and siblings 

• Ron Jurgens family in memory of wife, Iva and daughter, 
Brenda 

• Sharyn Nelson in memory of husband, Gary, and son, Andy 

• Isaac, Kristin, Rosalie and Willow Rodenberg in memory & 
honor of our loved ones 

 


