Easter Season — April 2024
Saint James Lutheran Church
Johnston, lowa
Pastor Bill Bernau

We'’re glad you're here
and hope you will come again!



THE GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F one God, by whose hand we are given new birth,
by whose speaking we are given new life. Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and supported as
citizens of the new creation.

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the
everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death

and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life
is washed away, and in them we are born anew.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues.

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters that
wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures.

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the
new creation. Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our
witness to your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all.
Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, bring
refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring peace. We
ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. Amen.

Alleluial Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Entrance Hymn

April 7 363  Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
April 14 377  Alleluia! Jesus is Risen

April21 531  The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing
April 28 364  Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia



Greeting The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

THE WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song.

Children’s Sermon

The Readings and/or a Psalm
After each: The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Acclamation
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

The Gospel Reading:
Before: The Holy Gospel according to Saint... Glory to you, O Lord.
After: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day
April 7 635 We Walk by Faith
April 14 469 By Your Hand You Feed Your People
April21 502  The King of Love My Shepherd Is
April 28 447 O Blessed Spring



Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of Intercession

The Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

THE MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

The Offering

The Dialogue

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and

archangels, cherubim and seraphim,we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.
We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the
rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this

end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness
of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power to share
with us the great and promised feast. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood may
live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite
them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious
Lord of all. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and
honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Come to God’s table. There is a place for you and enough for all.
Please be seated.

All are welcome at the Lord’s table. We receive communion by intinction (i.e. dipping the
wafer into the cup). Please use a little Purell on your hands before coming forward. For
those who would prefer not to dip their wafer, you may be assured that the crucified and
risen Christ is fully present for you in, with and under one element.

Communion Hymns
April 7 483  Here Is Bread
April 14 482 | Come with Joy
April21 780  Shepherd Me, O God
April 28 494  For the Bread Which You Have Broken



THE SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Prayer after Communion

Gracious God, in you we live and move and have our being. With your word and this
meal of grace, you have nourished our life together. Strengthen us to show your love and
serve the world in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Blessing

Almighty God, Father, Son & Holy Spirit, - bless you now and forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn

April 7 548
April 14 391
April 21 674
April 28 535
Dismissal

Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen
This Joyful Eastertide

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the Good News! Thanks be to God.

Liturgies and artwork in this booklet are used by permission of Augsburg Fortress by Saint James
under license number SAS004532. All rights reserved. Hymns in this booklet are used by Saint
James through OneLicense A-724850. All rights reserved.



