
 

 

 

 Season of Epiphany 2026 
Saint James Lutheran Church – Johnston, Iowa 

We’re glad you’re here and hope you will come again! 
 

 
The Gathering 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word 

who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. Amen. 
 
Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we have served 
our own interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where 
honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that 
we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 
 
The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a 
spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and 

forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 

and bless you with the gift of peace. Amen. 
 
Gathering Song 
January 10/11   #311 – Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
January  17/18  #976 – Come and See 4x (Call and Response), printed on p.9 
January 24/25  #914 – Jesus the Light of the World, printed on p.10 
Jan 31/Feb 1  #522 – As We Gather at Your Table 
February 7/8  #665 – Rise, Shine, You People 
February 14/15  #671 – Shine, Jesus, Shine 
 
Greeting The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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Glory to God 
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Prayer of the Day – see insert 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 
Lessons – see insert 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
Gospel – see insert 
Before: The Holy Gospel according to Saint... Glory to You, O Lord. 
After: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sermon 
 
Hymn of the Day 
January 10/11   #531 – The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing 
January  17/18  #723 – Canticle of the Turning 
January 24/25  #715 – Christ, Be Our Light 
Jan 31/Feb 1  #770 – Give Me Jesus 
February 7/8  #612 – Healer of Our Every Ill 
February 14/15  #793 – Be Thou My Vision 
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The Creed 
Let us confess our shared faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession – see insert 
 
Peace 
On Saturdays the peace is shared after the dismissal. 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
Offering 
An offering is collected.  
On Saturdays, the offering is collected as people gather for worship. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan 
you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he 
revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and 
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for 
his coming. Come, Lord Jesus. 
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Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word 
take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on 
earth. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of 
the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. 
 
All are welcome at the Lord’s table. We receive communion by dipping the bread into  
the cup. 
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Communion Hymn  
January 10/11   #396 – Spirit of Gentleness 
January  17/18  #336 – Lamb of God 
January 24/25  #976 – ACS: Come and See 4x, printed on page 8 
Jan 31/Feb 1  #714 – O God of Mercy, God of Light 
February 7/8  #677 – This Little Light of Mine 
February 14/15  #838 – Beautiful Savior 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
Announcements 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of 
his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with 
delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we 
have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for 

praise ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG 
January 10/11   #310 – Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
January  17/18  #864 – Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven 
January 24/25  #841 – Lift Every Voice and Sing 
Jan 31/Feb 1  #551 – The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve 
February 7/8  #1000 – God’s Work, Our Hands, printed on p. 11 
February 14/15  #661 – I Love to Tell the Story 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God. 
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